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throne the expression of the sentiments which hare
always animated me in his service, and the profound
conviction that my efforts have not been without
their use. Whatever may he the task with which
His Majesty may in future deign to entrust me, he
will always find me zealous in carrying out his orders,
and in giving proofs of my unbounded devotion to
his person and to the glory of his reign."

Count Otto remained for some weeks in charge of
the Embassy, and did not make over the post to his
successor until the middle of March. Up to the end
of his service he was in receipt of protestations of
friendship from the Emperor Francis and from his
Minister. In a despatch of February 13, 1813, he
wrote: " Count Metternich said to me, 4 Our alliance
with Russia was monstrous; it had but one ground,
and that was a very precarious one: the exclusion
of English commerce. It was a military alliance,
extorted by the conqueror. It was doomed to be
broken. Our alliance, on the other hand, rests on
the most natural and most permanent interests. It
must be as lasting as the needs that have produced
it. It is we who have sought it, and we concluded it
only on ripe reflection. If we had it to make over
again, we should not draw it up differently. We
desire it just as it is. It will secure peace, and tend
afterwards to strengthen it. When the Emperor of
Austria decided to send to Paris an Ambassador
Extraordinary to be present at the coronation of the
King of Rome, he chose Prince Esterhazy, the mem-